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HRFF+ SPONSORS

ARTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS

WE’VE BEEN HERE SPONSORS
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A message 
from our 
founder.
JAYU community! I am so excited to share our most 

exciting and successful year to date. If 2020 was a year 

full of surprises and pivots (sorry, I know we’re done with 

this word), then 2021 will be remembered for our growth 

and impact. Thanks to all of our generous supporters, 

we not only had our most successful financial year, but 

we also expanded our programming to include our most 

accessible in-person and virtual offerings to date. All 

the while growing our audiences, connecting with more 

equity-deserving youth, and hosting our largest festival 

ever. Oh, and did I mention that our Human Rights Film 

Festival(+) turned ten years old? I can’t believe it! As 

you read through this report, my greatest hope is that 

you appreciate that there is no better tool in this world 

to build community, inspire equity, and change human 

behaviour for the better than the arts. 

Thank you for your continued support.

Gilad Cohen  
Founder & Executive Director
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2021 saw JAYU continue to be committed to equity  

deserving youth across the GTA. Our iAM Program engaged 

youth virtually, offering photography, poetry, collaging,  

and filmmaking training. 

YOUTH IMPACT

223 YOUTH  
PARTICIPANTS

100 YOUTH LINKED  
TO PAID WORK

319 YOUTH  
ENGAGED
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96%
of graduates felt  
the program boosted  
their self-esteem  
and confidence.

95%
of graduates felt 
the program made a 
positive impact on 
their life.
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10 YEARS OF FILM
TEN YEARS, OVER 100 FILMS, MORE  
THAN 10,000 AUDIENCE MEMBERS. 
 GIVING A PLATFORM FOR FILM-
MAKERS AND ARTISTS, TOGETHER. 

Founder Gilad Cohen created The North Korean 

Human Rights Film Festival after seeing the impact 

one film could have on his family. Over the last 

decade, the festival has broadened to include 

global stories and art beyond film, including 

comedy nights and poetry slams. As HRFF+ has 

grown, it has always been rooted in human 

rights — and made possible by a community 

of generous funders. 
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100+ FILMS SCREENED

41 COUNTRIES IN FOCUS

35% CANADIAN FILMS

48% FILMMAKERS WERE BIPOC 

70% FILMMAKERS WERE WOMEN OR GENDER-DIVERSE

80 SCREENING Q&A’S

10,000+ REGISTERED AUDIENCE MEMBERS

100+ HOURS OF FILMS SCREENED

50+ HOURS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE PROGRAMMING

$40,000+ RAISED FROM GIVE WHAT YOU CAN TICKETS
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LAST TUESDAY’S

For a second year, as part of our COVID-19 response, JAYU offered 

free online human rights arts programming on the last Tuesday of 

every month. Connecting with our community through film screenings, 

storytelling, comedy, and poetry slams, we continued our commitment 

to accessibility by offering give-what-you-can and free admission for 

all of our events.

1,200 REGISTRANTS  
IN 2021

THE HUM

We continued to connect our community to important human rights 

stories on The Hum Podcast. In its 5th season, hosts Gilad Cohen and 

Taylah Harris-Mungo talked to a North Korean refugee, the founder 

of One Body Village Canada, as well as covered topics like living 

beyond the gender binary and housing insecurity in Toronto. We 

are committed to bringing you intimate conversations with inspiring 

individuals advocating for human rights - often times their own.

1,700+ STREAMS  
IN 2021

Celebrating  
Storytellers

Selected as one of 
100 Outstanding  

Podcasts of 2021!

Selected by Leah-Simone Bowen 

of CBC’s “Podcast Playlist”
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ARTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS

For artists doing exceptionally important things.

We created the Arts for Human Rights Awards in 2019 as a way to sift through 

the artistic brilliance in Toronto and recognize the incredible individuals creating 

exceptional work where the arts and human rights intersect.

WE THANK THE LEWIS COHEN FAMILY FOUNDATION,   
HARBINGER FOUNDATION, MEERKAMPER FAMILY,  
AND SONY CANADA FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT.
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From JAYU’S  
Community with Love

“ SUCH A GREAT SELECTION OF  
DOCUMENTARIES! I LEARNED A 
LOT! I LIKED THE FACT THAT THIS 
FESTIVAL WAS DONATION-BASED; 
IT MADE IT MORE ACCESSIBLE.”

 HRFF+ AUDIENCE MEMBER
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“   Well done on the fantastic programming and festival. I watched and participated 

in almost everything. I’m so excited for next year. This is very meaningful for me.” 

 HRFF+ Audience Member

“  I thoroughly enjoyed this workshop. The mentor was clear, concise and full of 

knowledge. I learned a great deal.”

 iAM Youth Participant

“   Loved this [workshop]. I loved how you presented the collage workshop. Keep up 

the great work!”

 iAM Youth Participant

“   I’ve had a great time meeting so many different people, developing my thoughts 

into words, and expanding my creative horizons. Thank you, JAYU!”

 iAM Youth Participant

“  I was so happy to find myself in this program. The program gave me the chance to 

write more and make my writing more powerful and meaningful; I am so grateful 

for this experience.”

 iAM Youth Participant

“   I’ve had an eye-opening experience with every movie I watched. That’s why I 

believe this festival matters a lot.”

 HRFF+ Audience Member 
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We did that!
SHARING HUMAN RIGHTS THROUGH THE ARTS is a dedicated and deliberate 

act in the best of times. We navigated the COVID-19 pandemic for a second year, 

doubling down on our commitment to equity-deserving youth and stories that 

facilitate important and often life-changing conversations.

WE REACHED MORE PEOPLE THAN EVER!

394,000+ INSTAGRAM  
IMPRESSIONS

609,000+ FACEBOOK  
IMPRESSIONS

240,000+ TWITTER  
IMPRESSIONS
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ENGAGED MORE YOUTH!

SHARED MORE STORIES!
Largest HRFF+ yet with 15 screenings and over 500 virtual attendees.

 115 more mentorship hours!

 111 more youth engaged over the last year!

 2x more artist mentors engaged over 2020!

 12 multi-week youth workshops offered in 2020!

 Introduced a brand new arts residency engaging  

20 mentors and mentees!
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AN INDIGENOUS YOUTH EXHIBITION AND FILM

In August 2021, eight youth participated in a two-week intensive 

photography, poetry, and social justice mentorship program in 

Kitchener, Ontario, in partnership with JAYU, White Owl Native 

Ancestry and Wisahkotewinowak. Through art, youth explored 

themes of truth, reconciliation, trauma, healing, and connection 

to the land. This exhibition is the culmination of the participants’ 

creativity, bravery, and hard work.

Mentors: 
Gilad Cohen, Desiree Mckenzie, Dave Skene, Sarina Perchak

Photo: Payton Daye-Fraser Photo: Autumn Daye-Fraser
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Photo: Layakwas Kennedy
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  2020 2021

Contributions $ $

 Foundations:  203,295 50,588

 Corporations:  91,156 331,531

 Government:  163,818 283,577

 Individual: 35,598 69,331

 In-kind:  14,684 27,000

 Sponsorship:  10,000 69,333 

 Fees for service and product sales: 12,345 17,538 

Total Revenue 530,896 848,898

Numbers, Numbers, Numbers.

Revenue:

Excess of revenue over expenses: $39,436
Net assets, beginning of year: $41,321
Net assets, end of year: $80,757
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  2020 2021

  $ $

Personnel 310,810 439,351 

Program 86,866 69,245

Artistic Fees 17,040 107,846

Advertising  2,522 12,020 

Rent 19,758 31,716

Equipment In-kind 14,684 27,000

Travel 1,088 433 

Office and General 23,296 57,970

Professional Fees  10,130  46,564 

Professional Development 1,438 6,957 

Insurance 1,970 2,708

Interest & Bank Charges 1,858  1,840 

Total Expenses 491,460 803,650

Numbers, Numbers, Numbers.

Expenses:

Excess of revenue over expenses:  $45,248
Net assets, beginning of year:  $80,757
Net assets, end of year:  $126,005
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THANK YOU DONORS!
Anonymous (10)

Eli Abraham

Kimberly Adams

Zoe Aimée

Irene Alatzakis

Marj Andre

Susan Anthony

Kathryn Arab

Emily Atherton

Aida Aydinyan

Gesila Azorbo

Tej Baijnath

Craig Barron

Louis Barry

Vanessa Barry

Sean Barry

Arlene Barry

Brigitte Beaulne-Syp

Nancy Bell

Guy Ben-Aharon

Sherry Bennett

Jo Billows

Jennifer Bizzarri

Akilah Blackett

Vicky Boateng

Tsaian Bobb

Mel Botembe

Ammar bowaihl

Allen Braude

Melissa Brizuela

Abby Brockhouse

Jack Brown

SJ Brown

Annette Fox

Lara Bulger

Kathryn Busch

Rori Caffrey

Mary Calder

Brock Cameron

Matthew Cappuccitti

Andrea Carmona

Mary Ellen Caskenette

Alex Castellani

Brittney Cathcart

Kristen Celotto

Barbara Center

Ti Ch

Ringo Chan

Fanny Chan

Louanne Chan

Marc Chitiz

Sydney Choi

Stephanie Chu

Sean Chung

Amy Clark

Megan Cloutier

Janel Coe

Gilad Cohen

Celeste Cole

Marcia Connolly

Dave Constable

Delane Cooper

Lisa Cooper

Tendisai Cromwell

Stephanie D’Souza

Heather and Daniel Daam-

Rossi

Kelisha Daley

Lynmarie DAmore

The Dane Family

Nicole Dane

Jen Daniels

Jessica Dargo Caplan

Margaret and Joseph Debono

John Debono

Joseph Deleniana

Tianyang Deng

Susan Deshmukh

Rima Dib

Diana DiFrancesco

Rebecca Dillon

Melanie DiPasquale

Gordon Doctorow

Milica Dodic

Sabine Domin

Kerry Emmonds

Mia Evans

The Fagu Family

The Meers Family

Arthur Ferguson

Scott Ferguson

The Ferrari Family

Ling Fok

Elliot Fonarev

Meimei Fong

Lucas Ford

Brandon Fragomeni

Angelyn Francis Media

Christine Friesen

Stanley Fu

Rebecca Garrett

Julia Girmenia

Arielle Goldschlager

Pesha Goodman

Nancy Graydon

Andrea Gutierrez

Jessica Haberman-Contreras

David Hagarty

Jessie Hart

Anne Marie Hayman

Suzanne Heft

Nancy Henderson

Leslie Hetherington

Vicki Heyman

Marianna Ho

Phillip Ho

Khiem Hoang

Armaity Homavazir

Bianca Hossain

Ruth Howard

Mark Hutchison

Matthew Ing

Bob Isenberger

Lawrence Ismail

Katy James

Mike Jancik

James Janovsky

John Jansen

Kate Janson

Alicia Jarvis

Sally & Linnaea Jasiuk

Jesse June-Jack

Rossanne Kagaoan

Fariba Kalan

Man Sze Kan

Doug Kawasaki

Sara Kesheh

Mohamed Khadim

Nidhi Khanna

Jack Kim

The Kim Family

Shawn Kimel

David Kinahan

Adrianna Knight

Minsoo Koh

Liz Kohn

Farah Kurji

Catherine J Lathwell

Jessica Lau

Veronica Lee

Michael Lee

Po Leong

Kari Lesick

Peter Leung

Jessie Levine

Richard Lewis

Emma Lewzey

Ki Li

Anna Lippman

Stephen Livingston

PS Lo

Brenda Longfellow

Wendy Louis

Taylor Luftig

Tim Lyon

Sze Lok Ma

Anna Maguire

Jane Maguire

Marco Mak

Gianna Manzerolle

Eli Marentette

Chris Marrone

Jean McClure

Jodi Mcgeown

Isabel McKensie

Kyle McNair

Jen McNeely

Michael McNeely

Eric Meerkamper

Meinrad Meerkamper

Sumi Mehra

Karin Meinzer

Margarita Michel

Nicole Mickelow

Martha Miller

Kyle Miller

The Miller’s

Ryan Miller

Bernice Monaghan

Taha Muharuma

Kamini Murthy-Korteweg

Eden Nameri

Oliver Nassar

Meredith Nelson

Tanya Neumeyer

Chris NGAI

Cade Ngo

Theresa Nguyen

Amanda Nkeramihigo

Jayne Norval

Alana Nugent

Jan O’Hearn

Olaitan Ogunnote

Naki Osutei

Bryson Parks

Jag Parmar

Ligaya Pascual

Smruti Patel

Sal Patel

Alicia Payne

Michael Pearlstein

Geoff Pearlstein

Sara Penny

Sarina Perchak

Hue Pham

Sarah Phillips

Suzanne Porter

Lisa Pottie

Mike Prosserman

Ronald Prosserman

Brian Prosserman

May Sum Pun

Sara Qureshi

Khan Ramkeesoon

Simona Ramkisson

Sabrina Razack

Rozita Razavi

Gisela Restrepo

Peter Roberts

Victoria Robson

Oriana Rodriguez

Janet Rodriguez

Manuel Rodriguez

Elena Rodriguez

Andrea Rodriguez

Ramon and Kim Rodriguez

Sophie Rogowska

Alicia Rose

Dave Rose

Dan Rosen

Barbara Rother

Graeme Roy

Johnna Ruocco

Kim Russell

Karran Sahadeo

Rija Saleem

Daniel Salij

Jessy Sangha

Lyncoln Sant

Janice Savona

Sam Savona

Alex Sawatzky

Adam Schoales

Tiffany Schofield

Lauren Schwartzman

Marsha Shandur

Carol Shane

Kate Shao

Lisa Shen

A Shin

Mahad Shoaib

Abdus Shuman

The Silverman Family

Hannah Silverman

Laura Simon

Maria Simonelli

Anne Simpson-Porco

Linda Snyder

Sandra Soon

Jonathan Sotto

Nick St Clair

Steen Starr

Rebecca Tandon

Grace Tang

Anita Tao

David Taub

Adam Taylor

Alex Taylor

Trish Tervit

Jennifer Tory

Barbara Track

Sophia Tran

Heather Trentacosta

Jan Tsanf

Jeannie “BZB” Tsang

Edwin Tsang

Tom Tsang

Karen Turner

Camille Usher

Alison Uttley

Richmond Uy

Lauren van Aggelen

Joseph Van Troost

Matias Varela

David M. Vella

Kelsey Vella

Anelia Victor

Carrie Viegas

Deb Villalona-Marte

Blair Voyvodic

Linh Vu

Michelle Vucic

Jason Wagar

Prodipto Wahab

Nancy Walton

Emily Weber

Jodi Weber

Glenn Wells

Ben Wert

Ana White

Megan Wilkinson

Drew & Brittany Wilkinson

Lori Willcox

Maria Williams

Sandra Wisman

Norm W

Deanna Wong

Mark Wong

Simeon Wong

Kenny Wong

Flora Wong

Simone Woo

May YU

Jama Yusuf

Sharon Zarita

Emilia Zibaei

Eui Yong Zong

Andree Zverina
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OUR STAFF
Gilad Cohen (he/him) 
Founder, Executive Director

SJ Brown (they/them) 
Managing Director

Andrea Rodriguez (she/her) 
Director of Operations

Celeste Cole (she/her)
iAM Program Manager 

John Debono (he/him) 
Film Programming Manager

Kyle Miller (he/him) 
Manager of Philanthropy

TJ Banate (they/them) 
Social Media Coordinator

Desiree Mckenzie (she/her)
iAM Program Coordinator 

Nicole Dane (she/her) 
Development Assistant

Cheyanne Lobo (she/her)
Marketing & Logistics Coordinator

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David Vella (he/him)

Board Chair

Brittney Cathcart (she/her)

Secretary 

Nidhi Khanna (she/her)

Director

Liz Kohn (she/her)

Director

Fred Martin (he/him)

Director

Michael Prosserman (he/him)

Director

Graeme Roy (he/him)

Director

Alicia Rose (she/her)

Director

Kate Shao (she/her)

Director

Lauren La Rose (she/her)

Director

Jack Kim (he/him)

Director

Eui Yong Zong (he/him)

Director



VISIT US ONLINE 
WWW.JAYU.CA • WWW.HRFF.CA • WWW.THEHUMPODCAST.COM

@JAYUCANADA

COVER ART BY JASMINE VANSTONE


